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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-33 are pending 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 8/27/2004 has been 
considered by the examiner. 

Double Patenting 

Claim 1 of this application conflicts with claim 1 of Application No. 10/829127. 37 
CFR 1 .78(b) provides that when two or more applications filed by the same applicant 
contain conflicting claims, elimination of such claims from all but one application may be 
required in the absence of good and sufficient reason for their retention during 
pendency in more than one application. Applicant is required to either cancel the 
conflicting claims from all but one application or maintain a clear line of demarcation 
between the applications. See MPEP § 822. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Pg 1 1 line 16 
should contain the application number 10/829127. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 1-9, 14-16, and 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Robertson (US 5596347). 

Similar to the current invention, Robertson is related to controlling the rate of a 
pointer once it crosses into a predetermined area. 

In regard to claim 1 , Robertson discloses a method for a computer device 
(Column 3 lines 27-29) with an operating system that includes a pointer for interacting 
with a graphical user interface (Column 3 line 66 to Column 4 line 15) and providing the 
ability to adjust the movement of the pointer once positioned in a predefined area 
(Column 5 lines 9-18: as discussed by Robertson, control areas consist of user 
selectable options which vary from one application to another and perform some control 
function in the software mnning on the computer. It is understood from the disclosure of 
the application that alignment areas correspond to "grid point, handle, connection point, 
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or any other area of the computer display capable of aligning GUI objects". It is 
understood that any one of these limitations could fall into the description of a control 
area within Robertson's invention because each perform some kind of control function 
within the application) of the graphical user interface where: 

in response to receiving notice of a pointer movement event, obtaining the 
current and projected coordinate positions of the pointer (Fig 4 elements 104, 106, 108 
and 110); 

determining if the pointer will intersect an alignment area during movement 
(Column 9 lines 53-55); 

if the pointer intersects an alignment area during movement, calculating an 
adjusted coordinate position for the pointer (Column 11 lines 18-25); and 

replacing the projected coordinate position of the pointer with the adjusted 
coordinate position (Fig 6 and Column 12 lines 21-24). 

In regard to claim 2, Robinson discloses the method further comprising 
communicating to the operating system of the computer device that the pointer will 
achieve an aligned coordinate position if the pointer intersects an alignment area 
(Column 3 lines 33-34, Column 3 line 65- Column 4 line 15, and Column 9 line 63 - 
Column 10 line 3: The system positions the cursor at the center of the predicted 
intended location. The pointer is now in a aligned coordinate position with the control 
area). 
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In regard to claim 3, Robinson discloses the method further comprising 
displaying the pointer on the display of the computer device at the adjusted coordinate 
position (Fig 6: The cursor is displayed along the path of element 156). 

In regard to claim 4, Robinson discloses the method wherein the current and 
projected coordinate positions of the pointer are obtained from the operating system of 
the computer device (Column 3 line 66 - Column 4 line 15). 

In regard to claim 5, Robinson discloses the method wherein determining if the 
pointer will intersect an alignment area includes: 

identifying the coordinate positions on the display of the computer device 
occupied by an alignment area (Column 5 Iines11-13: The control list storage area 
stores locations of control areas); and 

comparing the coordinate position occupied by the alignment area with the 
movement of the pointer from the current to the projected coordinate positions (Column 
9 lines 51-66: By using the direction of the cursor movement, a scan through a 
predetermined angle in the direction of movement of the pointer determines a projected 
change in the pointer. To determine which control areas are located within this 
projected movement the location of the control areas would have to be compared with 
the projected movement of the mouse). 
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In regard to claim 6, Robinson discloses the method wherein the alignment area 
that a pointer may intersect is aligned with an object displayed on a graphical user 
interface (Fig 6: Element 152 is a control area that a pointer may intersect which is 
aligned with object 150). 

In regard to claim 7, Robinson discloses the method wherein calculating an 
adjusted coordinate position for the pointer includes: 

calculating the coordinate position where the pointer intersects the alignment 
area (Column 9 lines 51-66: The predicted intended location corresponds to the 
coordinate position where the pointer intersects a control area); and 

for each directional component in the projected movement of the pointer from the 
current to the projected coordinate positions ("projected movement"): 

determining the projected change in pointer location (Column 9 lines 51- 

66: By using the direction of the cursor movement, a scan through a 

predetermined angle in the direction of movement of the pointer determines a 

projected change in the pointer); 

determining an adjustment amount based on the attributes the alignment 

area (Column 12 line 22: calculate the correction vector); and 

reducing the projected change in pointer location by said adjustment 

amount (Column 12 lines 23-24). 
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In regard to claim 8, the method wherein calculating the coordinate position 
where the pointer intersects an alignment area includes: 

identifying the coordinate position occupied by the alignment area (Column 5 
linesl 1-13: The control list storage area stores locations of control areas); 

and comparing the coordinate position occupied by the alignment area with the 
projected movement of the pointer (Column 9 lines 51-66: By using the direction of the 
cursor movement, a scan through a predetermined angle in the direction of movement 
of the pointer determines a projected change in the pointer. To determine which control 
areas are located within this projected movement the location of the control areas would 
have to be compared with the projected movement of the mouse). 

In regard to claim 9, the method wherein determining the projected change in 
pointer location includes: 

calculating the projected movement of the pointer (Column 9 lines 51-66: By 
using the direction of the cursor movement, a scan through a predetermined angle in 
the direction of movement of the pointer determines a projected change in the pointer); 

and expressing the projected movement of the pointer as a vector (Fig 6 
elements 30, 158 and 160: Element 30 represents the pointer, elements 158 and 160 
combined are the projected vector for the location of the pointer). 
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In regard to claim 14, Robertson discloses In a computer device (Column 3 lines 
27-29) that maintains a graphical user interface (Column 3 lines 32-33) that includes a 
pointer (Column 3 line 66 to Column 4 line 15) and an alignment area (Column 5 lines 
9-18: as discussed by Robertson, control areas consist of user selectable options which 
vary from one application to another and perform some control function in the software 
running on the computer. It is understood from the disclosure of the application that 
alignment areas correspond to "grid point, handle, connection point, or any other area 
of the computer display capable of aligning GUI objects". It is understood that any one 
of these limitations could fall into the description of a control area within Robertson's 
invention because each perform some kind of control function within the application), a 
method of calculating an adjusted coordinate position where the pointer will intersect the 
alignment area in response to the pointer being moved to the alignment area comprising 
(Fig 7) : 

(a) calculating the coordinate position where the pointer intersects the alignment 
area (Column 9 lines 51-66: The predicted intended location corresponds to the 
coordinate position where the pointer intersects a control area); 

(b) for each directional component in the projected movement of the pointer from 
the current to the projected coordinate positions ("projected movement"): 

(i) determining the projected change in pointer location (Column 9 lines 
51-66: By using the direction of the cursor movement, a scan through a 
predetermined angle in the direction of movement of the pointer determines a 
projected change in the pointer) ; 
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(ii) determining an adjustment amount based on the attributes of the 
alignment area (Column 12 line 22: calculate the correction vector); and 

(iii) reducing the projected change in pointer location by said adjustment 
amount (Column 12 lines 23-24). 

In regard to claim 1 5, Robertson discloses the method wherein calculating the 
coordinate position where the pointer intersects an alignment area includes: 

(a) identifying the coordinate position occupied by the alignment area (Column 5 
linesl 1r-13: The control list storage area stores locations of control areas); 

-and (b) comparing the coordinate position occupied by the alignment area with 
the projected movement of the pointer (Column 9 lines 51-66: By using the direction of 
the cursor movement, a scan through a predetermined angle in the direction of 
movement of the pointer determines a projected change in the pointer. To determine 
which control areas are located within this projected movement the location of the 
control areas would have to be compared with the projected movement of the mouse). 

In regard to claim 16, Robertson discloses the method wherein determining the 
projected change in pointer location includes: 

(a) calculating the projected movement of the pointer (Column 9 lines 51-66: By 
using the direction of the cursor movement, a scan through a predetermined angle in 
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the direction of movement of the pointer determines a projected change in the pointer); 
and 

(b) expressing the projected movement of the pointer as a vector (Fig 6 elements 
30, 158 and 160: Element 30 represents the pointer, elements 158 and 160 combined 
are the projected vector for the location of the pointer). 

Computer readable medium claims 21-29 correspond generally to method claims 
1-9, respectively, and recite similar features in software form, and therefore are rejected 
under the same rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-13, 17-20, and 30-33 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas S. Ulrich whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00 - 5:00 EST. 



Application/Control Number: 10/828,890 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2173 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nicholas Ulrich 
2173 

2/14/2007 
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